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Preparation Guidelines For Anesthetic, Surgical, Dental, or 
Radiographic Procedures 

 
 

If your pet is scheduled for any anesthetic, surgical, dental, or radiographic procedure 
there are certain requirements that must be accomplished prior to the event  in order 
to help ensure a positive outcome. 
 
1. Withhold food starting at 6pm the night before.  
2. Pick up the water bowl first thing the morning of the procedure.  
3. Please have your pet here and checked in before 9 am. We use the time prior to 

performing the procedure  to calm & acclimate the pet, perform preanesthetic 
examinations and lab work, and administer any preanesthetic sedatives/pain 
relievers prior to the  scheduled procedure time.  

4. For dogs, please allow time in the morning for them to eliminate before arrival. 
For some procedures it is vital for them to have an empty bladder.   

5. The exact timing of the performance of the procedure is dictated by the type of 
procedure being performed, the expected discharge time/date, and the time of 
arrival at the clinic.  

6. You will be notified by phone once your pet is awake and stable. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


